
  
 
 
 
Vice Admiral TARMO KÕUTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tarmo Kõuts was born on November 27, 1953, on the Island of Saaremaa, Estonia. 
 
He graduated from Tallinn Maritime College, Naval Department, in 1973. In 1985 he graduated 
from Kaliningrad Technical Institute as a navigator. 
 
In 1973 - 1990 he worked as an officer, as a captain and as a captain-instructor on various ships 
of "Estonian Shipping Company". 
 
In 1990 - 1993 he was Rector of Estonian Maritime Academy, where he re-established study 
programmes in Estonian language on the university level. 
 
In June 1993 he was appointed as a Director General of the Estonian Border Guard. Under his 
command the Estonian Border Guard underwent rapid development and achieved internationally 
accepted level as a professional and well-functioning security structure. 
 
In 1999 RA Kõuts graduated from Finnish National Defence Academy's Special Flag Officers 
Course. 
 
In September 2000 RA Tarmo Kõuts was appointed as the Chief of the Estonian Defence Forces. 
His appointment as the Chief of Estonian Defence Forces was approved by the Estonian 
Parliament (Riigikogu) on September 21, 2000. 
 
Last promotion: 
Vice Admiral from February 21, 2002. 
 
Awards and Decorations: 
Order of the Cross of Eagle, 2nd class, 
The Order of Merit of the Estonian Defence Forces, 
The White Cross of the Estonian Defence League, 3rd class,  
The Cross of Merit of the Estonian Border Guard, 1st class, 
The Cross of Merit of the Finnish Border Guard, 
The Order of Merit of the Latvian Border Guard, 
The Order of Merit of the Swedish Officers' Association, 
The Latvian state's Order Viesturs, 1st class  
 
Languages: 
Estonian, Russian, English, German and Finnish  
 
 
Main hobbies: 
hunting, fishing and sailing.  
 
Vice Admiral Tarmo Kõuts is the president of Estonian Shooting Union.  
 
He is married with Mrs. Velina Kõuts and has a son Toomas. 
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