
“Great to be back at the NATO family” 

Written by AG
Friday, 04 May 2012 08:44

On 3 May 2012, an extraordinary group of guests, participants of the US Capstone
General and Flag Officers Course, paid a visit to the Crystal Eagle exercise site in
Nymindegab in Denmark.

  

Present and future US generals taking part in the Capstone Course spent one busy day at the
exercise site in Nymindegab. Not only did they have an opportunity to listen to briefings about
Multinational Corps Northeast (MNC NE) and learn some basic information about the Crystal
Eagle 2012 exercise, but also visited several exercise sites, including the command posts of the
2nd US Striker Cavalry Regiment and 2nd Danish Brigade training at Crystal Eagle 2012
exercise.

As a matter of fact, participants of the Capstone course visited Denmark and Crystal Eagle
while taking a larger tour round Europe and paying visits to other countries. “It was a confluence
of many fortunate events; we felt that it was a wonderful opportunity to take advantage of this
synergy,”  said
Admiral (ret.) Gregory G. Johnson, the Capstone Senior Fellow, about the possibility to visit the
exercise site in Nymindegab.
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“It was not only a pleasure; it was an honour to have you here with us,” the MNC NE
Commander Lieutenant General Rainer Korff addressed the honourable guests. Also the US
general and flag officers expressed their satisfaction with the visit. 
“We will take back to the Unites States our very positive impressions of Multinational Corps
Northeast,”
said Colonel Clifford C. Wheeler, the Capstone Deputy Director. 

Admiral (ret.) Johnson thanked General Korff for his hospitality: “It was a real privilege and
honour to be here today; it has been almost eight years since I retired and it is great to be back
at the NATO family again and it is great to be at an exercise site like this under a very able
leadership of a great commander like General Korff.”
 

Admiral (ret.) Johnson also referred to the Crystal Eagle 2012 exercise with the words: “For
someone who’s retired like me and looking at things kind of through a rear-view mirror, it is a
source of great comfort to know that the sons and daughters of our NATO nations are being led
by such a capable commander in such a wonderful exercise.”
 He explained that it was a very important learning opportunity for flag and general officers to
see a NATO exercise and the different challenges and opportunities involved, among other
things because some of them had not served in NATO commands before. 
“For me it was like coming home; I spent most of all my career operating at NATO at the
region,”
he added.

Admiral (ret.) Johnson underlined the importance of further training of the armed forces so that
they would be able to handle all challenges across the full spectrum of operations. He also
referred to the multinational aspect of partnership within NATO: “The strength of NATO is that
we have the structures in place, we continue to bring more nations into NATO and the newer
ones are developing their capacity and their ability to work. No one is going to do things
unilaterally anymore; you will always do something in the context of a multinational coalition of
forces. Operating in such environment is very important; there are certain things you learn, you
have to have respect for the different cultures, the different societies, bring them together to
work as a cohesive unit. That body of experience that NATO has built up over sixty plus years is
invaluable and this exercise is a further affirmation of how important that is and why we need to
work hard to continue that.”

As the Commander Joint Force Command Naples from 2001 to 2004, Admiral (ret.) Johnson
admitted to have been aware of Multinational Corps Northeast functioning at that time. “I know
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that from a national standpoint, US certainly supported that effort by the Framework Nations –
Denmark, Germany and Poland, and we continue to support that,”
he reassured. 
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