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On 28 June 2012, Danish, German and Polish Military Representatives to Military
Committees (MC) of NATO and UE, and Estonian National Military Representative to
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) paid a visit to Headquarters
Multinational Corps Northeast (HQ MNC NE) in Szczecin. 

  

In the era of transformation within the NATO Command Structure and the strive for new
solutions allowing to confront maintaining sufficient capabilities with reduced organizational
framework and financial outlays, representatives of the Corps’ three Framework Nations –
Denmark, Germany and Poland, and a representative of Estonia, one of the Corps’ Participating
States, met in Szczecin to discuss current developments, and future role and challenges of the
Szczecin Corps.  

‘The heads of states of NATO nations decided in Lisbon two years ago to reduce the NATO
Command Structure. That has a certain impact on the NATO Force Structure and the corps.
One of those corps is the Szczecin Corps,’ said Lieutenant General Hans-Lothar Domröse, the
German Military Representative to NATO Military Committee. 
‘There is a need for support to the NATO Command Structure from the Force Structure
Headquarters like this,’ 
said Lieutenant General Poul Kiærskou, the Danish Military Representative to NATO Military
Committee and the head of the delegation. 
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The guests expressed their conviction that Multinational Corps Northeast would have to domore in the future and assume additional tasks. In fact, one of the purposes to pay a visit to theHeadquarters was to find out how well prepared is the Corps for the upcoming changes. ‘I thinkwe have been well informed by the Corps about how they see their role in filling up this gapbetween the Command Structure and Force Structure,’said General Kiærskou. ‘The Commander told us how they would train and keep the allies together in order toaccomplish the Corps’ mission,’added General Domröse. Polish Military Representative Major General Janusz Bojarski noticedthe potential of the Corps in terms of training and exercises capabilities: ‘It should be expected that the role of this Corps will increase when talking about exercises inthe Article 5 frame, but not only, also exercises preparing for any other NATO crisis responseoperations.’  As a matter of fact, the MNC NE training opportunities were also identified by the Estonianrepresentative as very attractive.‘We, the small nations like Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, are not capable to do everythingourselves,’said Colonel Viljar Schiff. ‘The main attraction for Estonia in Multinational Corps Northeast is multinationality, location andtraining capabilities,’he explained. Another area of interest was Multinational Corps Northeast mission in Afghanistan scheduledfor 2014. In accordance with decisions taken during the recent NATO Summit in Chicago, theaccomplishment of the operation in Afghanistan has been given priority. In this context, the roleof MNC NE deploying to the theatre in 2014 is perceived as highly significant. ‘The preparationup to this challenging and demanding mission was explained to us thoroughly, step by step, andwe have the impression that this Corps will be ready for this tremendously important mission in2014,’  saidGeneral Domröse. Military representatives were also positively impressed by effectiveness and overall atmosphereof the Corps. ‘The Szczecin Corps is an excellent example of trust and confidence betweenallies.You have one Corps, each nation pays only X percent and you receive 100 percent value– that is a perfect example of cooperation,  ' said General Domröse referring to apopular concept of ‘Smart Defence’, to which this Corps perfectly fits in. They also enjoyed thecity of Szczecin itself, along with its unique character, cuisine and wonderful people. 

In the photo (from the left): Brigadier General Morten Danielsson, the MNC NE Chief of Staff,Lieutenant General Hans-Lothar Domröse, the German Military Representative to NATOMilitary Committee, Major General Janusz Bojarski, the Polish Military Representative to NATOMilitary Committee, Lieutenant General Rainer Korff, the MNC NE Commander, Colonel ViljarSchiff, the Estonian National Military Representative to Supreme Headquarters Allied PowersEurope, Lieutenant General Poul Kiærskou, the Danish Military Representative to NATO MilitaryCommittee and Major General Bogusław Samol, the MNC NE Deputy Commander.  Front page photo by: SGT Maksymilian Halec, POL AGroup photo and photo in the cafeteria by Marian Cihon, SVK CIV 
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