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What is the benefit of commanders’ conferences? What is the cooperation with MNC NE
like? What are the current and future challenges for your unit? — three guest Generals
answered these and other questions during the Commander’s Conference held on 17
and 18 March 2009 in Baltic Barracks.

Commander of the Multinational Corps Northeast (MNC NE) Lieutenant General Zdzistaw Goral
hosted the Commander’s Conference in order to share information and plans, coordinate
common efforts and training activities and, last but not least, simply strengthen mutual relations.
The discussions took place in a circle of close partners of MNC NE. Apart from MNC NE
Commander, MNC NE Deputy Commander Major General Ole Kgppen and MNC NE Chief of
Staff Brigadier General Josef Heinrichs, among the guests there were Major General Reinhard
Kammerer, Commander of the German 13th Division, Major General Agner Rokos, Commander
of the Danish Division, Brigadier General Andrzej Gwadera, Acting Commander of the Polish
12th Mechanized Division and Colonel Jarostaw Mika, Commander of the Command Support
Brigade.

On the occasion of the conference, the following questions were asked to the guests:

Anna Galyga: What is the benefit of conferences like this?

Major General Reinhard Kammerer: Denmark, Germany and Poland are the Framework
Nations of this Corps. | am commanding the German Division just across the border with its
headquarters in Leipzig and most of the troops close to the Polish-German border. Therefore, it
is quite natural that we have a close cooperation between the Division headquarters and our
troops, and the Corps Command here. This conference just shows that we keep close contact
and brief each other on what is the way ahead for the Corps and the contributing nations as
well.

Major General Agner Rokos: | have just been appointed as the Commander of the Danish
Division so for me specifically it is an opportunity to meet the Corps and, obviously, to meet the
Corps Commander, Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff — even though | have met them all
before in other circumstances. It is a way to introduce myself to the Corps.

Brigadier General Andrzej Gwadera: First of all, we get acquainted with plans of individual




5 Questions to 3 Generals

Written by AG
Tuesday, 24 March 2009 13:37

headquarters, tactical units and subunits. During such conferences we arrange the
implementation of undertakings for subsequent years. These are the basic benefits and
purposes of such conferences. Besides, most presentations demonstrate methods and
manners of preparation for exercises as well as offer experience which may be adopted for the
purpose of our trainings.

How would you assess the current cooperation with the Multinational Corps Northeast?

General Kammerer: It is a little difficult because we have a very high operational tempo. This
Corps Headquarters has been to Afghanistan and is preparing to go there again next year, the
same applies to my Division, but on somewhat separate time schedule so that makes it not so
easy. But let me give you an example of our cooperation, the Corps Headquarters went through
its exercise Crystal Eagle last year in September and made a very valuable contribution to the
mission preparation for one of my brigades, which is right now in Afghanistan. It just worked out
that way and we could make a good use of the cooperation between the Corps and the Division.

General Rokos: This is the major purpose why | am here — to see what is the cooperation like.
Denmark is one of the Framework Nations and we are a possible maneuver unit assigned to
this Corps, so I think it is a very fruitful cooperation.

General Gwadera: The cooperation is perfect with respect to all aspects. Both parties undertake
efforts in order to support each other and find solutions to problems.

How do you think the future cooperation between your Division and the Corps will look?
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