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More than 600 soldiers from Command Support Brigade (CSB) and its subordinate units
– the Polish 100th Signal Battalion, 104th Support Battalion, 102nd Force Protection
(supported by 12th Command Battalion of 12th Mechanized Division) and German 610th
Signal Battalion – participated in Compact Grey Exercise, conducted from 2 to 9
November 2010.

  The aim of the exercise was to train CSB Headquarters and its Battalions in establishing and
maintaining command posts for Multinational Corps Northeast, to which CSB is assigned for
exercises, operations or missions. Command, combat, logistic and communications support
were main areas trained during the exercise. Soldiers in 12-hour shifts completed tasks related
to maintaining and functioning command posts in the field. The logistic cluster encompassed
e.g. accommodation tents, medical centre or field kitchen. Within the area of information and
communications, it is worth mentioning that the Command, Control and Information System
Szafran was used during the exercise, as Lieutenant Colonel Krystyn Bagan from HQ MNC NE
underlined.   
 
Commander of the Multinational Corps Northeast Lieutenant General Rainer Korff, along with
other staff officers from the Corps, visited the exercise site on 8 November 2010. The guests
were welcomed by Commander of the Command Support Brigade Colonel Jarosław Mika.
General Korff was briefed about the current developments within CBS Headquarters and its
subordinate units as well as the status of the exercise. Afterwards, all guests visited among
others things one of command posts prepared by German 610th Signal Battalion and support
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cluster for field command posts arranged by 104th Support Battalion.
 
“All it all, it gave a very good impression how such set-up looks like,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Peter Christensen, one of guests to the exercise site who also admitted he was mostly
interested in communications area related to his professional duty.
 
The exercise ended on 9 November with Holy Mass celebrated at the Garrison Church in
Wałcz. „Well done soldiers!” said General Korff afterwards when all exercise participants
gathered in the square of Technical Park in Wałcz. Compact Grey 2010 was successfully
completed. 

Special thanks to Lieutenant Andrzej Kolczyński and Staff Sergeant Ryszard Tereszczak.
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