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Approaching the Exercise Crystal Eagle 2013, Headquarters Multinational Corps
Northeast (HQ MNC NE) successfully conducted Main Planning Conference (MPC) from
20 - 22 November 2012 in Szczecin in Poland.

During the Conference, the 4. Austrian Mechanized Infantry Brigade was finally confirmed as
the training audience, and exercise requirements and commitments were confirmed and further
developed. The Host Nation Support critical information was captured from the exercise
participants as well as some other issues necessary in order to proceed and coordinate the
exercise play.

Representatives from HQ MNC NE, Joint Forces Training Centre, Host Nation Germany and all
other nations participating in exercise Crystal Eagle 2013 met in Baltic Barracks (BB) Szczecin
in order to discuss and coordinate that undertaking's design and role of different elements,
formations and units. The conference was conducted as a series of plenary briefing sessions,
discussions and syndicate workshops.

“Thanks to this fruitful conference, MNC NE is on good track to once again deliver a successful
and significant Crystal Eagle exercise - although my staff still have considerable and
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challenging work ahead of them,” said Brigadier General Morten Danielsson, the MNC NE Chief
of Staff who headed the event.

The main training endeavour for MNC NE in 2013, the exercise Crystal Eagle 2013 that will be
conducted in April 2013 in Wildflecken, Germany, is one of the ways the Corps “pays back” to
the Framework Nations and the Participating States by training the nominated formations. That
exercise will be conducted in an Afghanistan-like mission scenario, which will be properly
adjusted to support the individual training audience's requirements such as Crisis Response
Operations and High Intensity Warfare aspects. To make this training event more realistic, the
German Army Warfighting Simulation Centre will support the exercise play with advanced
simulation system.

The next step in the preparations of the Crystal Eagle 13 exercise will be conducting of
Operational Plans Back Briefs by the training audiences, scheduled for January 2013.
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