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From 19 to 30 November 2012 several personnel from the Headquarters Multinational
Corps Northeast (HQ MNC NE) supported the “On Guard 12” exercise organized in
Istanbul by the NATO Rapid Deployable Corp-Turkey (NRDC-T).

  Following the mutual training support idea, representatives from NATO headquarters and
commands take part in numerous exercises and training endeavours organized throughout the
year. By doing so, the events organized by a headquarters or command can be executed with
the use of the best experts having the most recent mission experiences and with the most
appropriate set up enabling achievement of the training objectives. What is more, having the
so-called subject matter experts from outside of the organization ensures proper and objective
evaluation.

The “On Guard” exercise involved approximately 1100 personnel from almost 20 nations and
around one third of external supporters. It was aimed at maintaining and developing the
NRDC-T’s staff planning and execution capabilities within the Peace Support Operations
scenario with some elements of the High Intensity War-Fighting. 
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This year, the HQ MNC NE’s support for that undertaking has increased considerably. As bothCorps Headquarters have initiated their preparation for the joint deployment to Afghanistan in2014, the exercise like ”On Guard” gave a unique opportunity to get to know each other anddiscuss mutual working level relationships. The next opportunity of this kind for personnel fromSzczecin and Istanbul Corps will be the next year’s Crystal Eagle 13 exercise – the biggesttraining endeavour of the Multinational Corps Northeast.The “On Guard” attracted also the attention of numerous distinguished guests who visited theexercise areas on 28 November 2012 to learn about the scenario, major incidents and firstimpressions of the training audience performance. Among the guests, there was also MajorGeneral Bogusław Samol, the Deputy Commander of the Szczecin Corps, who paid specialattention to the performance and support provided by soldiers from the Baltic Barracks.Photo by: NRDC-T PAO
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